
 

Welcome 
to the festive edition of 
t h e E v o l v e T r u s t 
newsletter. It’s been 
a n o t h e r b u s y a n d 
productive term. We 
h a v e m u c h t o 
celebrate and be proud 
of and contained in the 
next few pages are just 
some of the fabulous 
things that have been 
happening across our 
academies this term.  
As we move towards 

t he end o f 2019 I 
wanted to thank each and every one of you for your continued 
help and support. It has been a real pleasure and honour to 
meet with so many of you this term.  I am truly proud to be the 
Chief Executive of such an amazing community of schools 
serving Mansfield children and young people.
 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year and I very much look forward to working with you again in 
2020 as we strive for “ambitious futures” for all our children.

WHAT’S GOING ONAutumn Edition 2019

Our Vision:  “To open minds creating opportunities for all to believe in themselves, achieve their 
potential and develop the skills needed to succeed and enjoy life”

Our Values: Ambition, Integrity, Inclusivity, Endeavour Resilience

Claire-Marie Cuthbert, CEO of 
The Evolve Trust

Brunts 6th Form students secure top university destinations!
 
Sixth Form students and staff at The Brunts Academy have 
worked incredibly hard to ensure the best opportunities for 
achievement for all.  In doing so, students have once again been 
highly successful in securing places to a wide range of Higher 

Education institutions to further their studies and achieve their long 
term ambitions.  University destinations include; The University of 

Warwick to study Maths, The University of Nottingham to study 
Physics, The University of Loughborough to study Sport and Exercise 

Science, and Nottingham Trent University to study Law.  In addition, several 
students have secured Higher Apprenticeships and employment. 

Our students have performed exceptionally well with a pass rate of 99.6% and 
an increase in the number of students achieving A* - B
 
Student Quotes:
Timothy Beeley who achieved Grades A*, A*, A in Chemistry, Mathematics and 
Physics and who will be studying Physics at the University of Nottingham said “I 
literally could not be happier – these results have definitely exceeded my 
expectations.” 

Rohan Blythe who achieved A*, A, A in Mathematics, Further Mathematics and 
Biology and who will be studying Mathematics at The University of Warwick, 
said “I’m really happy with my results.” 

Zoe Gudelajtis who achieved Grades D*, C, C in IT, Art and Computer Science 
and who will be studying Animation at Nottingham Trent University, said “I’m so 
pleased to have achieved the grades to secure my first choice”.
 
Joshua Smith who achieved Grades D*, A, B in Sport, Biology and Physics and 
who will be studying Sport and Exercise Science at The University of 
Loughborough said “I’m shocked, but in a very good way!” 

Lucy Ogley who achieved Grades A, B, B in Biology, Chemistry and Psychology 
and who will be studying Medical Sciences at The University of Leeds, said “I 
can’t wait to start my next chapter”. 

Lauren Whysall who achieved Grades B, B, B in Product Design, Media Studies 
and Finance and who will be studying Graphic Design at the University of 
Lincoln “I have done better than I ever anticipated”. 

Neil Davies, Assistant Headteacher and Head of Sixth Form added, “Results 
day is always an emotional time for all involved!  I am once again delighted that 
through the endeavour and ambition of our students and staff, we at The Brunts 
Academy can be extremely proud of the achievements of our students.  We 
wish them every success as they embark upon the next stage of their journeys. 

Adrian O’Malley, Headteacher commented “As part of the Evolve Trust, our 
vision is to open minds, creating opportunities for all to believe in themselves, 
achieve their potential and develop the skills needed to succeed and enjoy life 
and our sixth form offer has allowed students to do this.  We are extremely 
proud of our students’ successes and the destinations they have secured and 
wish them the very best of success in the future.”
 

Students at The Brunts Academy are celebrating a "good set" of GCSE 
results to go with the A-level results that were achieved last week

Mr O’Malley, Headteacher, said: “We 
have yet again seen some really good 
results across the board and I am 
extremely proud of all of our students 
for their achievements, the hard work 
last year has clearly paid off.  "We 
place a lot of emphasis on what 
happens in the classroom whilst 
developing the right attitudes towards 
study and I believe these results 
clearly demonstrate this. "I would like 
to thank all parents and the staff who 
have supported our students through 
this exam series.”



GCSE Exam Success at The Beech Academy

Our students have once again lived out our core values and excelled in their GCSE examinations this 
Summer. 100% of the students achieved 5 GCSE’s and Level 1 qualifications with 90% of those students 
achieving GCSE’s in Maths, English and Science. Students also achieved a suite of qualifications in BTec 
Sport, Hospitality, The Arts, Information Technology, Home Cooking, Creative Crafts and History. Some of 
our students also achieved grade 3’s, 4’s and even 5’s in their core GCSE subjects (English, Maths and 
Science) which is phenomenal for them and provides our students with the platform to have an ambitious 

future as they move on to Post 16 with us or to their next destination.

We had so many individual student success stories, but two in particular stand out which are Liam who achieved a 3 in 
English, a 2 in Maths and a 3 in Biology, and Jack who achieved a 5 in Biology, a 3 in English and a 5 in Maths allied with 
completing all their other qualifications. A truly fantastic achievement for both students!

Mr Lucas – Headteacher added:

As part of the Evolve Trust, our vision is to open minds, creating opportunities for all to believe in themselves, achieve their potential 
and develop the skills needed to succeed and enjoy life.  I would personally like to congratulate all the students in their achievements. 
I am delighted that our students’ results reflect the hard work and dedication they have put in during their time at the Beech Academy. 
Also, I would like to thank all the staff that have contributed to supporting the students through their exams this year. It was a real team 
effort and I couldn’t be prouder of what the students have achieved.

This year we have seen outstanding successes in our GCSE and vocational courses so we look forward to building on this in the 
coming academic year.

The Beech Academy go to Manchester

Pupils and staff from the Beech Academy went to Old 
Trafford in November to watch Manchester United 
play Patisan Belgrade. Man U took the win and the 
pupils absolutely loved it as you can see in the photo. 

Thank you to Mr Tighe for 
organising the trip, Mr Davies 
for driving, together with Mr 
Sipson and Mr Rogers for 
supporting. The students 
requested to go to White Hart 
Lane next time to see a big 
club.

BRUNTS ACADEMY  WRECK THIS 
JOURNAL

As part of our Year 7 Enrich and Equip 
Programme Miss Ensor and a group of 
students have been *wrecking their journals” in 
a variety of creative ways. This included the 
students attaching a piece of string to the 
journal and dragging it around the school site. 

Heidi Marriot’s hard work and determination has paid off as she 
has made it to the two events she has been targeting.  She swam 

in the British Summer Championships  on the 23rd – 28th July at 
Tollcross International Swimming Centre in Glasgow. Followed by 

the English National Championship 31st July – 4th August, held at 
Ponds Forge International Sports Centre in Sheffield. She swam the 200 

backstroke at both events. Massive congratulations to Heidi. 



BRAMBLE ACADEMY ACHIEVEMENT ASSEMBLY

The Bramble Academy celebrated the amazing half term achievements of the 
pupils by also welcoming 80 of our families to the hall. Pupils were awarded the 
following achievements :

- Head Teachers Award
- Pen Licences
- Hot chocolate Friday winners
- Spelling Bee Winners
- Homework Winners
- 100% Attendance

The Beech Academy and Marks and Spencer’s work together to make it happen for 
Sienna! This young lady, Sienna is one of our new students to the Nuture Provision 
at the Westfield Site. Since joining Beech after more than two years out of education, 
Sienna has been desperate to wear uniform but due to her sensory needs and 
anxieties, cotton and tough fabrics are off limits. After some searching, we have 
managed to find a solution and here she is in her new soft fabric shirt and new 
Beech Academy tie. That is a great reasonable adjustment for Sienna, but still 
demanding excellence. Sienna’s parents have asked M&S to see if they would like to 
sponsor our pupils with sensory needs so more pupils have the opportunity to wear 
smart uniform and have that strong belonging identity to the school.

Bramble Year 1 Mansfield Woodhouse Library Visit

On Tuesday 15th October, Year 1 visited the local Library as 
part of their school pledge.  The pupils walked there in pairs 
and were very sensible. The pupils used their knowledge in 
other lessons such as using maps and what houses look 
like in the local area.  To finish off an amazing morning at 
the library, the librarian read the children a story called ‘ A 
shark in the park’.  The pupils really enjoyed it and got 
involved with some questions.  Year 1 would like to thank all 
the members of Mansfield Woodhouse library for inviting the 
pupils of The Bramble Academy!

A huge congratulations to Brunts student Daisy 
Overton in Year 10.  Daisy took part in the British 
Weightlifting Championships recently having qualified 
for her place back in February this year.  The 
Championships took place at Oldbury Academy, 
Birmingham where Daisy was required to perform two 
Olympic lifts, Clean and Jerk and Snatch. Both 
movements, which require a huge technical 
understanding, involve the athlete lifting a loaded 
barbell from the floor to overhead. Daisy’s commitment 
to training is admirable and she has worked hard to 
ensure she performed well at the competition.

Daisy performed exceptionally well achieving personal 
best in both movements totalling 94kg between the two 
lifts. This means that Daisy is now an incredible 6th 

place in Britain following the competition. 

Well done Daisy. We are very proud.

Personal Best At The British Weightlifting 
Championships For Daisy Overton



 

Brunts Year 9 and 10 Netbal l 
Success 

Congratulations to the students for a fantastic 
evening of Netball at Samworth School on 
Wednesday 25th September. A combined Year 
9 and 10 students represented the school in 
the first Netball Central Venue League 
matches. Students played extremely well 
winning their first game and drawing their 
second game. Well done girls. Please see the 
results below. 

Brunts 8 - 4 Samworth Year 10 
Brunts 7 - 7 Samworth Year 9 

Grace Dickinson, Isabel Hibbert, Connie Soar, 
Sophie Adams-Batchelor, Misha Burrell, 

The Beech Academy does Theatre !
The Academy welcomed a local theatre company to school this term to work with our Year 10 and 11 students as part 
of the accredited course in Key Stage 4. Our curriculum is based around knowledge but also ensuring our students get 
the experiences needed to have a love of learning whilst also enjoying what they do. Miss Nesbitt, our Performing Arts 
teacher, said the pupils were a credit to the Trust, asking and answering lots of questions.  The students demonstrated 
that they live and breath our core values in what was a new situation for them in school. 

Brunts Future Chef 
Competition

There were some fantastic winning dishes from our 
recent Future Chef Competition held at The Brunts 
Academy. Mia Hagues made a mixed fruit cobbler and 

Euan Waugh made a mixed bean and 
chorizo chilli with rice. Our students 

now progress to the next 
round of the Rotary 

Young Chef Competition.

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Year 10 GSCE Food students have been getting creative this term 
with a ‘Tunnocks Teacake’ presentation challenge. In year 11 they 
will have to show professional garnishing and plating up skills 
when they complete their practical food exam so this is a practice 
run. 

Great results from them all!



 

Year 1 went on a trip this half term to Pizza 
Express as part of their school pledge. Here is 
how their day went.. First, we drove in the 
minibus to Pizza Express. On the way we saw 
cows, sheep, trains and a river. When we got to 
the Pizza Express our first job was to wash our 
hands and put on our apron’s. We made the 
pizza base and spread tomato sauce around our 
pizza with a spoon. There are 152 tomatoes in 
one jar of sauce! We added our toppings and 
then it was time to cook the pizzas. The chef put 
these in the big oven and we found out the oven 
could cook 27 pizzas at a time. Whilst our pizza 
cooked we ate lots of different ingredients such 
as basil, olives and mushrooms. Once our pizzas 
were cooked we came back to school to eat them 
and they were yummy!

Nurture Provision at the Westfield Site

During cooking lessons this term, students from the Nurture provision 
have been learning different skills such as boiling, chopping, using the 
grill, using the oven and following instructions, including how to stay safe 
in the kitchen. In the picture you can see nurture decorating Christmas 
chocolate log cakes.  
  

In a community inclusion topic, this term students have been learning 
travel training skills and 
taking part in activities to 
work towards catching a 
bus. The children have 
w o r k e d o n d i f f e r e n t 
s c e n a r i o s , i n c l u d i n g 
different stops to get off at 
and a timetable to follow. 
Students have also been 
on a visit to Mansfield Bus 
Station as shown in the 
picture. 
  
In Art nurture students have 
achieved their ASDAN 
Award in using textiles to 
c r e a t e a c o l l a g e . 
Throughout their lessons 
the students have been 

learning about different 
materials and different textures. They independently created their own collage with a 
specific topic they had chosen. They then completed a group collage of a Christmas tree. 

BRAMBLE ACADEMY GO TO 
PIZZA EXPRESS! 



How to make school affordable for struggling 
families

New advice is designed to take the pressure off pupils and families by reducing the cost of the 
school day. The ‘cost of the school day’ – the impact that financial struggles can have on pupils and 
their families – is an idea that has moved to the forefront of many educators’ minds in recent years. 
Today, one of Scotland’s biggest local authorities, revealed the advice it is giving to schools “to 
address these costs and help ease the burden on families” Almost a quarter of children in Fife live in 
poverty, said education and children’s services committee convener Fay Sinclair, and it was “well 

documented that poverty can have a huge impact on 
children’s attainment in school”.

INCLUSIVITY AND EQUALITY AT 
THE BEECH ACADEMY

In October the Beech Academy welcomed PC 
John Graham in to the Academy to discuss the 
topic of ‘hate crimes’ with our pupils and how society 
must be informed about what is and is not appropriate, 
how we should respect all faiths, cultures and groups 
whilst also sharing the consequences of these. The 
pupils were totally engaged with his assembly and we 
also invited our parents to share with us how we promote all people from society as part of our drive for inclusivity 
at all levels.

The Beech Academy – Demand Excellence 

Last academic year the Academy introduced a new uniform 
to its pupils and after speaking to the student council in 
July, we decided to introduce an optional tie by their 
request. Anticipating only a few students would want to 
wear the new tie, how wrong could we have been!? With 12 
ties already being taken and worn by the pupils! I’m sure 
you all will agree how smart our model student looks! 

T H E I M P O R TA N C E O F 
TECHNOLOGY TEACHING

The importance of teaching 
technology in schools outranks 
even maths and the sciences, 
according to more than two-thirds 
(68%) of industry experts polled 
in a new survey. Other key 
findings include: 

o 53% said school children are 
no t t augh t su f fic i en t t ech 
specialisms 
o 73% thought children should 
be introduced to tech skills in 
primary school 
o 86% would consider partnering 
their business with a school or 
college in a bid to help close the 
tech skills 

Black History Week

The Bramble Academy 
celebrated black history 
week with Year 5 putting 
on a performance to the 
whole school. Pupils 
took it in turn to show a 
picture of a significant 
person in history who 
has left their mark on 
ensuring we live in an 
inclusive world. One of 
t h e F a m o u s i c o n s 
i n c l u d e d N e l s o n 
Mandela and the pupils 
shared his struggles to 
liberate South Africa 
a p a r t h e i d . A g r e a t 
assembly to help our 
p u p i l s d e v e l o p a 
knowledge o f o ther 
cultures. 



The Bramble Academy

A new academic year, a new learning environment! The 
Executive Team have put a shift in over the summer 
holidays to ensure the Bramble learning environment is 
colourful, interesting and inviting and our parents who 
attended the meet the teacher event this half term 
commented on the change and how lovely the changes are. 
Next steps are for the teachers to replicate this high 
standard in their classrooms so the pupils are immersed in 
their learning and amazing surroundings.

We are really pleased to say that all pupils at The Beech Academy in P16, with the exception of one, 
already have work placements set up for their work related learning modules. The pupils will be attending 
placements all over the county and we hope, as happened last year, that pupils access placements that will 
support their post 18 education, training or employment! #ambition 

‘I’ve witnessed first-hand how hard teachers work’

Teachers are doing a remarkable job and deserve to be rewarded for it, says 
Education Secretary Gavin Williamson. One of the best things about my job 
is the chance to get out and about to schools up and down the country. And 
that’s precisely what I’ve been lucky enough to do over the past few days 
and weeks – indeed, since I became education secretary. I’ve been struck 
by just how much brilliant work is going in our classrooms by some truly 
committed teaching staff and their hardworking pupils.



BRUNTS KAFCO PARTNERSHIP 

During the summer term 
we began to build links 
with the KAFCO School 
a n d C o l l e g e i n 
Bangladesh, with the 
a i m t o c r e a t e a 
partnership with an 
international school that 
we could both benefit 
f rom. We want our 
students to expand their 
horizons and increase 
their cultural capital 
through learning about a 
culture very different to 
our own. As well as 
learning we want our 
students to teach those 
in Bangladesh about 
Britain and its diverse 
culture and history. 

Our partnership started 
w i t h i n t r o d u c i n g 
ourselves by sending 
letters to the students at 
KAFCO explaining a 
little about our school, 
what we do here and 
what life in Mansfield and Britain is like. The letters were posted, and we were delighted to see how much the 
students in Bangladesh enjoyed receiving them. This is only the start and we aim to be able to share more of our rich 
culture and history whilst learning about Bangladesh in return. It’s not only a great opportunity for our students but 
also we hope to share our teachers’ expertise with KAFCO whilst learning from them in return through our 
collaboration. 

The Bramble Academy 
- Jeans for Genes Day

Well done to Natalie Elliott and the 
Year 6 team for the amazing effort 
around the Jeans 4 Genes event.  
£195.95 was raised for the charity - 
what a fantastic sum of money. Thank you to all 
involved, especially Natalie Elliott and the Year 6 team. 

Macmillan Support

The Trust opened their doors 
once again to support Macmillan 
and we raised a fantastic sum of 
money for this amazing charity.   
Congratulations to Sinead from 
Westfield who got the name of the 
teddy correct – Buzz!! 

National Languages Day at The Bramble Academy

Year 3’s performed the most amazing assembly at 
the start of term for ‘National Languages Day’ 
where 5 of our pupils showed amazing endeavour 
and ambition to lead their part of the assembly in 
their home language. All pupils participated and it 
was an absolute magical moment for the Academy 
so far this year. 



Brunts Allumni Two former Brunts 
students performed 
at St James’ Palace 

recently in front of 
HRH The Duchess of 
K e n t a n d o t h e r 
d i g n i t a r i e s . M o l l y 
B a r k e r a n d J a m e s 
Cooke didn’ t know 
each other, so it was a 
surprise for them to 
find out that not only 
were they from the 
same town, but also 
both from the Brunts 
Academy. 

Year 11 Mock Interviews

On Friday the 15th November Brunts held its Y11 mock interviews where we had over 50 people from the 
world of work that gave up their day to come and interview our Y11 students as we help prepare them for 
their future careers. Students had to provide an application form prior to the interview and were then 

questioned about themselves and their experiences. The feedback we have had from parents, students and 
interviewers has been extremely positive and a sample can be found below-

“I was very impressed with the students that I saw. They all spoke with so much confidence and poise and you 
should be very proud of their efforts throughout the session! The event was superbly arranged by yourself and I 

know that everyone knew what they were doing throughout – so thank you and well done!  It was our pleasure to come and 
meet some of your fantastic students.”

“Hi, just wanted to offer my thanks for the effort that must have gone 
into the mock interviews. Samuel is never enthusiastic about 
anything but I could tell that today he felt proud that he had given it 
his best shot and showed some confidence. The booklet was very 
helpful in helping him to prepare. “

“I am so glad it went well, the organisation was excellent, you guys 
worked really hard. It was great to see so many engaged students 
with the opportunity to speak with employers. Looking around the 
room there was a real buzz. I think we got just as much out of it as 
the students did.”



Re-Fit of McBrunts

Mellors Catering Services are now fully embedded 
across our Trust academies providing excellent 
food to our pupils and staff. The Trust and Mellors 
have worked in partnership and jointly invested to 
renovate the canteen, McBrunts, at the Brunts 
Academy, creating a modern, inviting new space for 
students. Lee Prestwood (Estates Manager), 
Barbara Sims (Chief Finance Officer) and Adrian 
O’Malley (Headteacher) worked with Mellors and 
contractors to design a space that is fit for purpose. 
Special thanks to the Premises, Kitchen and 
Cleaning staff who worked extremely hard over 
October half term to ensure that McBrunts was 
open for business for the new term!

After



Cambodia Trip

The four P16 boys; Toby Goven, Samuel Hickling, 
George Close and Lewis Edmunds, joined 15 other 
students out in Cambodia to form team Kdarn… soon to 
be renamed as team Crane after a slight RTA between 
our bus and a crane, Oops!

The first two days were spent in the Capital of Phnom 
Penh where we visited the Royal Palace, S21 Genocide 
museum and the Killing fields, learning about the Khmer 
Rouge and its effects on the country and its people.  

On the way to our first camp we stopped at spider town 
where local kids put tarantulas on us and some of us 
even ate some cooked ones. They taste like smoky beef!

At our first Rural Camp we took part in various building projects which included 
water wells, toilets and dams. Prior to this locals were drinking dirty water and 
many were falling ill, so the work was very much appreciated.
 
Next was a four day trek through the Kulen Mountain National Park where 
George celebrated his 17th Birthday. We slept in hammocks and pitched tents in 
Buddhist monasteries, joining in with Buddhist meditation. We bathed in 
waterfalls and made sticky rice with the locals.



Our second camp was in a much dryer area of the country where water was hard to 
come by. We built water pots which were distributed to the villages to allow them to 
collect rain water from the roofs of their houses during the wet season. We also had 
the opportunity to teach English in the local school and built a chicken coop for a 
family so they could use it as a small business

Our final camp was the smallest of them all and our main project here was to help lay the foundations of a small 
school and make concrete rings ready to line toilets and wells.
 
Camps International were fab and the team were an absolute pleasure. Whilst it was hard work grafting in the heat 
and living conditions were extremely basic, the boys never complained and were a credit to the school and their 
parents.



THE BEECH ACADEMY SHOE BOX GIFT APPEAL

 2019 has thrown many challenges at those seeking asylum 
and safety in the U.K, which sadly places heavy burdens on the 
shoulders of very young lives. Children should be allowed to be 
just that, and creating happy and care free memories is more 

v i t a l now than ever.  As a volunteer for the Nottingham and 
Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum, I am supporting the Children and Families 
Project to provide shoes boxes of gifts to local refugee children this 

Christmas. As a School we can 
s h o w o u r s u p p o r t b y 
collecting items and creating 
boxes for each child.

Our Early Years children 
in Bramble took part in 

their nativity on the 13th 
December.  Families 
were invited and I’m 

sure you will agree the 
children were fantastic.  

Well done to the 
children for their 

hardwork.
£916.37

Children in Need

A huge thank you to students 
and staff at the

Brunts Academy who 
supported activities to raise 

funds for this amazing charity. 
A brilliant job!

The Beech Academy

The Beech Academy celebrated National Mental Health Day in 
school this term. Staff gave the students opportunities to 
discuss mental health in tutor time and in lessons whilst also 
having an opportunity at lunch to come together, enjoy some 
snacks and share thoughts about mental health whilst playing some games in which 
Mr Tighe lost heavily at snakes and ladders.

How intercultural learning can boost inclusivity

Cultural diversity is a big topic but there are fun, engaging ways teachers can get 
children thinking about it from a young age. How do we get young people to 
develop an understanding of cultural diversity and inclusivity? It is a big question, 
but one that needs to be considered carefully. After all, children are growing up in a 
world where they will meet and interact with people from a vast array of 
backgrounds, many with different views of the world. Helping young people to 
navigate this, as well as embracing their own cultural identity, is vital to give them 
an appreciation of differences, similarities, cultures and beliefs in the world so they 
become engaged, global citizens.

World Teacher Day

The Evolve Trust celebrates World Teacher Day - we took this 
occasion to devote appreciation to our teachers.  Thank you to our 
EXTRA amazing teaching staff and the work they do day in and day 
out for the students in the Trust. 



Weduc - Parent App

The Trust introduced a 
new communication app 
w i t h p a r e n t s i n 
September.  The Weduc 
Parent Portal enables 
u s t o e a s i l y 
c o m m u n i c a t e 
information to parents, 
p u l l i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 
directly from the Trust 
M a n a g e m e n t 

Information System so parents can see contact information confirming 
accuracy, complying with GDPR regulations.  Attendance information, 
core data around achievements, behaviour and detentions, timetables 
including exam periods and report cards.  Parents Evening Booking 
System to alert parents instantly, and allow you to book appointments on 
your mobile device.  Remind parents of upcoming appointments and will 
allow teachers to add notes in real time, on the evening.   Digital forms 
and permission slips are another couple of functions available to use. 
We hope you are finding the Weduc parent app useful. 

Please get in touch with us if you haven’t yet registered to use the new 
Weduc smart phone app.  Please speak to reception or send an email to 
parentappinfo@evolvetrust.org
 

IN THE NEWS ……

More than 80% of adolescents worldwide are not active enough, 
putting their health at risk by sitting still and focusing on a screen 
rather than running about, say World Health Organization (WHO) 
researchers. In 27 countries, the proportion of insufficiently active girls 
rose to more than 90% in 2016, the latest year for which figures are available. 
There was a significant gender gap in all but four countries – Tonga, Samoa, 
Afghanistan and Zambia – with girls lagging behind boys in physical activity. The WHO says urgent action must be 
taken to get adolescents moving, with inactivity jeopardising their current and future health. “Urgent policy 
action… is needed now, particularly to promote and retain girls’ participation in physical activity,” says Dr Regina 
Guthold, one of the authors. The study, carried out through school surveys in 146 countries, finds there has been 
so little improvement in physical activity among young people aged 11 to 17 since 2001 that the WHO’s global 
target for getting adolescents moving is unlikely to be met.

WHY PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT 
HAS TO BE AN ALL-SCHOOL 
JOURNEY

The benefits of parental engagement will 
only be fully realised if everyone in a school 
is on board and pulls in the same direction. 
All successful schools are built on a series of 
effective and balanced partnerships with no 
one bond being more valuable than another. 
Inevitably, we think of the relationship 
between teachers and students as being of 
primary importance, but it doesn’t exist in isolation, and will be significantly weakened if staff don’t enjoy a 
mutually supportive working relationship with senior leaders. 

The Beech Academy

We turn I can’t in to I can! Jayne Coakley 
has certainly done that in supporting our 
pupils. Owen (P16) has started to access 
not only all his lessons with his cohort after 
a long period of 1-2-1 support, but now he 
has started a work placement with the other 
pupils at Floralands in Nottingham! We’re 
so proud of how Owen is progressing so 
thank you Jayne for going over and above 
to secure a work placement for Owen. 

mailto:parentappinfo@evolvetrust.org
mailto:parentappinfo@evolvetrust.org


Well done to all who took part in this year’s Christmas Card 
competition.  A huge congratulations to our winners:

Ella Foster and Alice Foros from The Brunts Academy. 

Daisy-Marie Stanley, Sienna Callaghan and Cerys Edgar from The 
Beech Academy.

Sosi Tuinovonovo from The Bramble Academy.

The Evolve Trust Christmas Card Competition 2019

Christmas Card Competition  
2019

It is our pleasure to invite you to enter  
The Evolve Trust Christmas Card 

Competition 2019

The winner will be selected by the CEO and a panel of judges.  They will 
have their own card printed and used as the official Evolve Trust Christmas Card. 

The deadline for the cards to be submitted is 2nd December.  Hand your 
entry to the school receptionist.  

Governance

The Evolve Trust would like to welcome Dean Temple back to the Board of Trustees.  
Dean is a partner in a large local GP practice and has also held various senior NHS 
management roles. His responsibilities on the Evolve Trust Board includes Health & 
safety, HR and financial management.  Additionally we would like to welcome Robert 
Aitken to the Board of Trustees.  Rob is a qualified secondary school teacher who has 
worked in the EdTech sector for a number of years and has now moved into unique 
technology to aid teaching practise.

A welcome also to Martin Rigley who joins the Members Board.  Martin Rigley, MBE is the 
Managing Director of Lindhurst and brings a wealth of experience to the Board.   A 
business owner in Ashfield, Martin in passionate about promoting Ashfield as a great 
place to run a business, live, visit, raise a family and be educated.

School Inset Days

2019-20
30th August 2019
2nd September 2019
18th October 2019
6th January 2020
3rd July 2020

2020-2021
1st September 2020
16th October 2020
4th January 2021
22nd February 2021
1st July 2021

The Brunts Academy - Visit To 
Castleton

On 11th September we took a 
group of year 9’s to Castleton. 
Firstly we visited Treak Cliff cavern 
where we had an informative tour 
and talk about the history of the 
caves and the Blue John which is 
mined there.

After having our lunch overlooking 
the Hope Valley, we walked down 
into Castleton where we used our 
geography skills to conduct visitor 
and land use surveys of the 
village.



The Evolve Trust Meets Andreas Schleicher,
OECD Director for the Directorate of 
Education and Skills

On 22nd September 2019, members of the 
Evolve Trust Execut ive Team were 
privileged to meet Andreas Schleicher in 
London at Westminster Hall.  This was a 
really beneficial insight into what Andreas 
believed was pivotal to creating an 
education system for today’s young people.  
An education system which would mean that 
they were ready to face the challenges of 
the world of work, which will undoubtably be 
very different to the one we have now.

The Evolve Trust launched it’s new 
curriculum offer in September 2019 with 

each academy having a clear intent overarched by the new Trust Curriculum Charter.  With this in mind, it was 
a good time to reflect on the plans that we had implemented, for us to understand what the very latest research 
was telling us about education and how we could use this to shape our future actions.

The messages from Andreas were clear.  The future is moving fast and our responses to this needs to be fast 
too.  Our current education system, which is not that removed from that of an industrial education system, is no 
longer fit for purpose.  It is also the case that some systems and countries are moving faster than we are 
currently, and that is because they have responded more rapidly to the latest research and acted at a national 
level.  This has left the UK slipping further down the world rankings whilst others have improved.

Claire-Marie Cuthbert, Winner of the Outstanding 
Woman in Education Award 2019

Evolve  had  nominations  for  a  number  of  categories  at  this 
year's EMWA event.  Claire-Marie Cuthbert (CEO) scooped the 
top  award  for  Outstanding  Woman  in  Education   -  This 
category  specifically  focuses  on  teaching  & education  in  its 
widest  fields  and  includes 
schools,  colleges,  and 
universities  and  recognises 
the  individual  who  has 
worked  in  their  field  for 
more  than  3  years  and 
demonstrates  outstanding 
contribution  over  the  past 
12 months.

Nottingham Trent University visit 
to Brunts

Many thanks to Not t ingham Trent 
University who spent the day working with 
Year 8 students. 3rd Year student 
ambassadors from Nottingham Trent 
University led a carousel of activities 
helping Year 8  students to think about their 
future  careers and aspirations. All of the 
students involved thoroughly embraced the 
sessions and asked some fantastic 
questions to help them explore what higher 
education has to offer.

Exam Success

W e l l d o n e t o 
Declan  Harvey at 
B r u n t s f o r 
achieving a grade 
A in  the Level 3  
Financial Studies  
C e r t i fi c a t e 
qualification, as a 
result he has been 
offered a potential 
bursary from the 
London Institute of 
B a n k i n g a n d 
Finance. 



Staff Awards 2019

The Evolve Trust held their fourth annual black tie awards evening 
on the 3rd December at Forever Green.  The evening recognised 
our staff who live our values of:

Ambition, Integrity, Inclusivity, Resilience and Endeavour.

CEO Award and a Long Service Award were also presented.

AWARD WINNERS



Merry 
Christmas! 
To everyone 

celebrating over the 
festive period, We wish 

you a very Merry 
Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to 
you all 

Ambition, Integrity, Inclusivity, Endeavour, Resilience

The Trust go Fruit and Fitness crazy!

Mellors Catering visited all academies in the Trust this term to try 
the smoothie bike. The pupils tried fresh fruits which for some was 
the first time. They also learned facts about why our body needs 
them, they made a tasty and healthy smoothie which included 
spinach whilst also using pedal power. Lots of smiles and definitely some 
magic moments! Students have also made progress towards their scholarship at 
The Beech Academy and another step in the right direction to embed knowledge 
and the importance of having a healthy lifestyles. Thank you Joanne from 
Mellors for sharing the smoothie bike with us. Fruit and vegetable smoothies are 
the way to get your 5 a day! 

East Midlands Chamber - Nottinghamshire Business 
Awards 2019

The Evolve Trust attended the Nottinghamshire 
Business Awards 2019 at the Belfry Hotel in 
Nottingham.  The Trust celebrated being a finalist for 
the Community Impact Award. 
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