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WHAT’S GOING ON

Our Vision:  “To open minds creating opportunities for all to believe in themselves, achieve their 
potential and develop the skills needed to succeed and enjoy life”

Our Values: Ambition, Integrity, Inclusivity, Endeavour, Resilience

Claire-Marie Cuthbert, CEO of 
The Evolve Trust

Welcome to the latest termly edition of the 
Evolve newsletter.   The past term has been 
fraught with many challenges Storm Ciara 
and then Storm Dennis and now the 
Corona Virus. Thank goodness one our 
core values is resilience! We have certainly 
needed it this term. 

Our young people continue to amaze me 
each and every day and within the next few 
pages are just a few examples of the fabulous work that has been 
going on right across our family of schools in the last term.  This of 
course could not have been possible without the dedication and 
support of our amazing Evolve Trust staff who continue to go the 
extra mile each and every day.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank  parents and 
carers across The Evolve Trust for their support in keeping their 
children at home. I realise we are in unprecedented times and you 
will have probably had to make inconvenient arrangements to be 
able to keep your children at home, but this has enabled us to 
keep open a vital service to those children of critical workers who 
really do need us most. Our schools will continue to offer support 
to you wherever they can in the coming weeks, so do look out for 
updates as the situation develops. 

In the meantime I wish you all a very Happy Easter and I look 
forward to seeing you all really soon.

The Brunts Academy gave Year 11 
students a fabulous send off on 
Friday 20th March.  It was lovely 
to see all our year 11 students 
come together in very difficult 
circumstances and in what could 
be the last time time for those 

students.  Thank you to everyone who pulled this 
together in a very short space of time to ensure 
our students received the send-off they deserve.  
A well-deserved thank you to Mr Heartfield, 
Head of Year, for working so hard to ensure the 
afternoon was a success.

Following a recent food hygiene 
inspection on the 30th January 
we are pleased to announce 
that once again the Beech 
Academy has received a Food 
Hygiene rating of 5.  Thanks go 

to Dawn Clark and her team for continuing to meet the 
highest of standards.

Football Scholarship Success

William Heather and Miles Wallace 
have both been offered full paid 
scholarships at Notts County FC.

A massive congratulations to both boys 
for their achievements.  

Keep up the hard work. 
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As part of Year 6’s topic on Victorian Times, pupils 
visited the Beech Academy where they made bread, 
drank lemon barley and created their very own 
Victorian Sponge cakes and vegetable pasties.   The 
children had a fantastic time - a massive thank you 
to all who were involved.

The Beech Academy

The Beech Academy 
celebrated World Book 
Day and launched their 
first Reading for Pleasure 
i n t h e C o m m u n i t y 

Project.  Students, staff, 
parents/carers and visitors from the wider community, including 
Mansfield library all came together in the Beech Book Hub to read.

Victorian Times at The Bramble Academy

A massive thank you to all that donated for World Book Day  
- The Bramble Academy raised a fabulous £71.00

Visit to Brunts from Rolls Royce 
Heritage

Neil Chattle from Rolls Royce Heritage 
spoke to Year 7s on the 9th March about 
engineering and his career at Rolls Royce.  
Students learnt about what engineers do and 
how they handle 3D printed models of plane 
engine parts as well as tools used on 
the international space station.

Groups of students visited Rolls 
Royce in Derby on the 2nd March to 
take part in a robotics workshop.



‘Go Purple’

Staff and students in our Student Development Centre 
supported ‘Go Purple’ – Get talking about Epilepsy 
Campaign on Thursday 26th March.  Students who 
access the SDC wore purple and contributed £1 to a 
very good cause.

Multi Academy Trust Collaboration

It was a great pleasure to welcome Sue Plant, Head of School at the John Taylor 
Free School on a best practice visit to the Trust on the 10th February.  Sue visited 
the Trust after hearing Claire-Marie Cuthbert on a podcast on We are Beta.  The 
Evolve Trust believe the benefits of trust to trust collaboration are significant as it is 
vital to enable sharing and development of resources and skills between educational 
establishments.   Sue took many ideas away with her that she will be putting in place 
in her own school.

Claire-Marie Cuthbert and Carl Atkin were invited to attend the 
Academies Conference 2020 on the 30th January at St James’ 
Park in Newcastle to deliver a keynote speech around how 
leaders are developed within the Evolve Trust.  Discussion 

i n c l uded t he re cen t 
rotation of Headteachers 
across the academies 
which was part of Evolve’s 
school improvement plan, 
giving headteachers the 
opportunity to work in 
other phases, with a view 
to developing the leaders’ potential as future chief 
executives.

Academies Conference 2020

Links with Businesses

A big thank you to Richard 
Fuller, Member of the Evolve 
Trust, in welcoming members of 
the Trust Exec Team who visited 
County Batteries on the 13th 
March to learn from their Lean 
manufacturing experience .  
Wasted time, wasted materials, 
labour, space, movement and 
poor quality are what needs to 

be removed.  Carl Atkin also talked about progressive 
curriculum models and how we need to face head on the 
challenges of AI and automation.  The visit shows that 
educators have something to learn from other sectors 
and the visit will help the Exec Team develop Lean 
solutions for our schools.   Simple solutions can be 
beneficial in any processes to obtain optimum working.   

The five  principles  are considered a recipe for 
improving workplace efficiency and include: 1) defining value, 2) mapping the value 
stream, 3) creating flow, 4) using a pull system, and 5) pursuing perfection.



British Science Week 2020 (6th 
– 15th March 2020)

There has been some amazing lessons 
in science this term, with bath bombs, 
hovercrafts, fingerprint forensics and 
also year 8 have been debating 

whether wolves should be re-introduced back into the wild in Scotland.  Year 
8 have been making mini hovercrafts looking at how their speed can change 
and how collisions can affect their movements.  Just like some of the science 
experiments Tim Peake did on the ISS.  Yr 7s have been making bath bombs.  By 
making bath bombs and soap we could reduce the amount of plastic our households 
use.

Here are some highlights from some of the 
amazing activities which have taken place in our 
schools as part of the curriculum. 

Year 6 STEM Day

We were pleased to welcome year 6 pupils from 
B r a m b l e 
and their 
teachers to 
our STEM 
Day at Brunts.  There was lots of science learning including how to use 
a Bunsen burner and in English they were sharing their hopes and 
dreams for the future. 

Science week was a great 
success with an amazing 
assembly with Graeme Perks 
talking to year 8 and 9 about 
his career as a surgeon and 
how to get involved in the 
NHS.



Celebration of Success at The Beech 
Academy

A huge thank you to Dale Prestwood for putting up some 
new boards in Beech so that we can share our students amazing 
achievements and experiences.  As a whole school students have 
been learning about different religions and cultures.

On Monday 20th January Year 10 students 
from Beech visited the National Space 
Centre as part of their scholarship 
programme.  The day was a huge success and 
all the students had an amazing day.  They 
went to the top of the rocket tower and 
learned about the history of space travel. 

Visit to The Planetarium and the National Space Centre

Beech students visited the planetarium to watch a film about the life of 
an astronaut.  The Space Centre was very interactive and the students 

used space equipment, playing astronaut games and reported 
the weather at the weather station.

The foundation children are really 
enjoying their Forest School this 
term.  They have been learning 
how to use a bow saw, making 
mud play doh and they made 
letters of the alphabet out of 
sticks.  Every lesson ends with hot 
chocolate and biscuits around the 
campfire.



Literature Lectures

We saw the first Literature 
Lectures this term which the 
English Department hosted – 
this is the first of our 
scheduled lectures and saw a 
focus on Animal Farm.  This 

was an hour ‘whistle 
stop’ tour through all 
of the important 
aspects of the text.

 Creative Court Session 

Beech Students experience the British 
Judicial System 

  Year 7 and 9 students from Beech experienced the 
British Judicial System in February with a Creative Court 
session delivered by the National Justice Museum.  

Students looked at the difference between 
civil and criminal law before following a case 
study of an actual crime.

Well done to Courtnie and 
Ella

Post 16, Courtnie and Ella 
independently delivered their own 
lesson to the Nurture Group in 
J a n u a r y.  T h e y w e r e s o 
professional and confident putting 
all the skills they had learnt in 
H&SC into practice.  They planned 
the activity taking into account all 
individuals in the group.

On Feb 14th the Nurture Group at Beech 
set up an enterprise event to showcase 
their amazing work.  Valentines themed 
refreshments were also provided and our 
students communicated with customers 
using brilliant numeracy skills to work out 
their change.  The morning was fantastic.

Bramble’s 
Lego Club

Some amazing 
creations our KS2 
Bramble pupils 
have made in lego 
club this term.



The Nurture group have been learning skills relating to catching the bus, 
including crossing the road, stopping the bus, safety on the bus, stranger danger, 
different areas of the bus station, how to get help and how to act on the bus.

Beech Students - 
Developing their 
Skills

Bramble's Amazing Curriculum

We continue in our commitment to provide a curriculum which ensures first 
hand learning experiences, including creating a learning environment which 
reflects the topics covered.  This term Year 4 are studying 
Tudors and to ensure their classroom reflects the topic, 
Members of the Trust have created an amazing environment 
for the children.  This was finished off by Chris and Lee 
Prestwood, Site Managers in the Trust who built an amazing 
castle which fitted in nicely with the Tudors topic.

Homework projects are a key part of our curriculum here at Bramble and we continue to be delighted with the homework 
projects that children have created (with a little bit of help from home).  Here are a few fantastic creations for Chinese New 
Year, Titanic and the Rainforest.



Creating Connections Project

Year 9 students had a 
brilliant trip to the 
New Arts Exchange to 
work on the ‘Creating 
Connections’ project 
with Nottingham Girls 
S c h o o l .  I t w a s 
wonder fu l to see 
students getting on so 
wel l and creat ing 
some excellent work 
together.

Future Chef

Euan Waugh Year 8 is a 
budding chef in the 
mak i n g .  He wa s 
crowned winner of the 
district cookery finals 
fo r Le i ce s te r sh i re , 
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e , 
D e r b y s h i r e a n d 
Lincolnshire and is now 
h e a d i n g t o t h e 
Nor thern fina l s i n 
Leeds.

F u t s a l 
Competition

G r e a t t o s e e 
students from the 
Brunts Academy at 

the Futsal competition.  Our 
Year 7 reached the School 
Games Futsa l fina ls in 
February at the University of 
Nottingham representing 
Mansfield District.  Well 
done to Isabel, Ruby, Poppy, 
Kiera, Scarlett, Ava, Millie.

Activities for our Post 16 Students at Beech

During February some Beech students visited Portland College,  
supported by Mr Claxton and Mrs Powell.  Our Post 16 
students were given the opportunity to experience 
different activities, including wheelchair basketball and bush 
craft.



Photographic Competition in March 2020

What a wonderful display of outstanding beauty photographed as part of the 
photography competition.  Well done to all those who entered.

Visit to Old Trafford

Students visited Old Trafford to watch Manchester 
United play Club Brugge in the Europa League.  A 
great time was had by all students who represented 
the academy superbly.  Students visited the club shop 
and enjoyed the game which Manchester Utd beat 
Club Brugge 5-0.

Congratulations 
to the Mansfield 
RUFC U15 Girls 
which included 
Kenzie and Fiona 
both pupils here 
at Brunts.  Both 
students played 
their first game in 
F e b r u a r y a t 
Nor thampton .  
They beat East 
Midlands and lost 
to East Counties 
by only 2 points.



Year 10 and 11 Netball Tournament
Well done to Year 10 and 11 netball team 

who came runners up at the February Netball 
Tournament.  The girls played against Joseph Whitaker 
winning 12-1 but unfortunately lost 4-3 to Selston.

Year 8 and 9 WNPE Netball competition

Great night of netball at the Year 8 WNPE netball competition at 
Manor School.  8 schools attended the competition and Brunts 
finished 5th overall – well done girls.

A huge congratulations to the Year 8 Girls Sports Hall Athletics team 
who won the District Qualifiers event at Manor Academy in February.  
For the second year running the team took first place in a number of 
events including relay, 2 lap race and speed bounce.

Well done to all our athletes who completed in the Notts School 
Games on the 7th Feb – it was a fantastic day.

School Games 

It was great to see all 
the athletes competing 
in the Notts School 
Games on the 7th 
February.  A great day 
was had by all. 

Beech Academy g i r l s  
visited Foxwood Academy 
t o p l a y a f o o t b a l l 
Tournament.  The teams 
split in to two teams of 
four, for 2 football matches.  
The team demonstrated all 
of our 5 values but in 
particular showed great 
inclusivity towards their 
own team and Foxwood.

Our Year 10 football team 
progressed to the next 
ro u n d a f t e r a t i g h t l y 
contested game against 
Tuxford.  The boys showed 
resilience to bounce back 
twice and won with an extra 

t i m e go a l .  
Goals from 
F Blackwell 
(x2) and W 
Miller (x1).

We l l d o n e a n d 
congratulations to 
two of our students 
who h ave b een 
selected for the 
Notts, Lincs, Derbys 
Rugby programme 
for 2020.  We are 
looking forward to 
w a t c h i n g F i o n a 
Wilson and Kenzie 
E v a n s 
thrive in 
this sport.

Nottingham Panthers

Some students from the Beech Academy enjoyed a 
night out at the Nottingham Panthers Game.



Happy Easter 
from The Evolve Trust

G o v e r n a n c e o f T h e 
Evolve Trust
A warm welcome to Ged 
O’Shea who will be joining the 
Board of Trustees next term.  
Ged has had a long a career 
with Boots and is currently the 
G l o b a l R e s e a r c h & 
Development Director for 
Walgreens Boots All iance.  

Much of Ged's work explores the science behind the Boots’ products which includes a range of health care and cosmetic 
products which have varying regulatory compliance requirements.  Ged's interest in education has been fuelled by various 
experiences; his own experience as well as lecturing in local universities and also that he now has several apprentices 
within the Boots business and his interest in their work-readiness. Ged is likely to brings a range of skills to a board 
including strategic planning, compliance, risk, change management, as well as a scientific analysis. 
 
We would also like to warmly welcome Rachel Heyes, Head of Employer Engagement and Placements Employability at 
Nottingham Trent University.   Rachel’s background is in education (further / higher education) and around lecturing / 
employer engagement, currently working as the Head of Employer Engagement at Trent University. Rachel is very 
passionate about social mobility and creating opportunities for students, currently working in the Mansfield area through 
Trent University. 

Sports Relief at 
Bramble.  The 
children across the 
school did lots of 
activities to 
celebrate Sports 
Relief.  Here are just 
a few:

Supporting our Community

Hampers for our most vulnerable families were 
put together and delivered by the Trust Exec 
Team on the 17th March.   We rang our local 
food bank and they were short of food supplies 
due to a lack of donations so we provided food 
hampers to our families who are most in need. 

Article for National Governance Association on 
Collaboration
 
Claire-Marie Cuthbert has recently written an article titled ‘The Answer 
to the 4th Industrial Revolution’ for the National Governance Association.   
The topic focuses on how education must change in order to equip 
today’s young people with the skills to thrive in tomorrow's world - even 
if we don't know what this looks like yet.  All educators must work 
together in collaboration, through ongoing research, professional 
development, school-to-school support and sharing best practice to 
create an education system that will enable children and young people to 
thrive and succeed both now and in their future lives. 

The Trust hosted another visit 
from Nick Heard this term.  
Nick is a Senior Partnership 
Manager for the National 
College of Education and is 

challenging school leaders to 
‘think differently’ about how they 

train and retain colleagues.  Nick has 
spent over 20 years working in London schools, 
serving disadvantaged communities and has also 
served as an additional Inspector for OFSTED based 
in the London region.  Nick's continued help and 
support to the Trust is invaluable and much 
appreciated. 
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