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“to open minds, creating opportunities for all to believe in themselves, achieve their potential and develop
the skills needed to succeed and enjoy life”


AMBITIOUS FUTURES

Welcome to the Spring term’s newsletter
Welcome to the spring edition of our stakeholder newsletter. I am delighted to
also formally welcome our new school The Harlow Academy (previously
Fountaindale special school) and I look forward to sharing with you all their
good new stories in the coming weeks and months. This Term has not been
without its challenges and yet despite over half of the term being spent in a
lockdown situation the Evolve Trust and its academies accomplished a great deal.
Laid out in the next few pages are a small taster of what’s been going on over
the past few months. I also want to take this opportunity to thank parents, carers
and the local community for their amazing support during these challenging
times- we greatly appreciate it. I hope that you have a wonderful Easter break
and manage to spend time with your loved ones safely.

Wa n t t o h e a r m o r e g r e a t n e w s
Join us on our social media groups
On Weduc, Twitter and Facebook

Facebook
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Twitter

Helping Our Communitie
The Evolve Trust are delighted to continue to support
our families with food from our well stocked food bank.
A massive thank you to local businesses who provided
a very large stock of food and for Morrisons for helping
us to co-ordinate this.
Food hampers are available from school throughout the
year and if families are struggling through these very
dif cult times, please contact your school reception
who will be more than happy to help

The Evolve Foundation Charity
Community Shop is all set to re-open its
doors after Easter to our families. The
charity shop is run from the Bramble
Academy and has some amazing bargains.
No price tags are on any items, parents can
just give what they can afford. Details of
opening times will be communicated on
Weduc
The Evolve Foundation Just Giving page is
live for all donations to our community
fund. We have a magni cent total of £800
so far - all funds will be used for future
community initiatives
An example of our community initiatives is
the running of a baby massage class for our
new mums. We were all set to run 5
sessions earlier this year, however due to
Covid we had to postpone this. Sessions
will be run by a quali ed baby massage
practitioner. Babies will need to have had
their 6 - 8 week health check. We are now
delighted to let you know that sessions
have been re-scheduled to 18th June 2021.
All that is asked is a donation of £1.
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For further information and to book your
place please contact Dawn Pare
(dpare@evolvetrust.org

Welcome to

The Harlow Academy

We are delighted to welcome The Harlow Academy (formerly known as
Fountaindale School) to our family of schools in The Evolve Trust from
the1st April 2021. 

The school has recently
academised and work has
been carried out over the
last 3 months to legally transfer the school from Nottinghamshire
County Council to The Evolve Trust. The Exec Team will be based in
Harlow from the 1st April and look forward to working with staff and
students to build on the current systems and processes. 

We have recently had new photos taken of children in the Harlow
Academy and as you can see from these amazing photos they look
wonderful in their new uniform. All children will be given a new
sweatshirt/jumper to wear on their first day after Easter. 

The Harlow Academy will have a new website which will be live on the
1st April and we are also looking forward to seeing lots of new signage
around the school.


Here are some more pics for you to enjoy…

DigiEduHack 2020
The Beech Academy
reach the final stages of 

DigiEduHack 2020

Digital Educator
Before Christmas, The Beech Academy, a part of
the Evolve Trust, entered into DigiEduHack
2020, a global competition focused on cocreating the future of education at the digital
age. The expected outcome is to produce ideas
and concepts with a high impact on society as
well as ready-to-be-developed solutions.  

The students’ tech solution could benefit so
many people, even in mainstream schools, where
classrooms are so busy and noisy with 30 children
in a class. ‘We know that so many pupils with SEN,
attending both special and mainstream schools,
struggle to participate in assemblies because their
sensory experience of it is so overwhelming. This
can feel very isolating to pupils who are excluded
from these types of activities, because there is
currently no way for them to join without suffering
from sensory overload.

Following a review from the panel students at the
Beech Academy we were pleased to discover that
they had won 1 of 51 categories, and were entered
into a global contest process to be assessed by the
DigiEduHack steering group. 

The 12 finalists were announced earlier today, and
we are incredibly excited to learn that we have
made it to the final 12 and will be put up for public
vote on the United Nations’ Unite Ideas platform.
The 3 solutions with the most public votes will be
declared Digital Educator Ambassadors for 2021
and receive €5000 to develop their solution.


Mica Coleman-Jones, the leader of the specialist
provision at the Beech Academy said “We are waiting
for the official announcement, but we will need your
help with promoting our solution idea in order for us
to receive more votes to make it to the final 3.

If we win, we will receive €5000 to make our solution
and be named as the international Digital Education
Ambassador for 2021”.


“If our solution was available to schools,
thousands of children would be able to take part
in more class and whole school activities, feeling
less anxious as well as being able to contribute
and be heard. Pupils will have greater memory
recall of new learning, and be able to self-regulate
in ways that might otherwise have been
distracting during discussions so please help the
Beech Academy students’ endeavour by casting
your vote here: https://ideas.unite.un.org/
digieduhack/Page/Home “.

“This wasn’t a competition for schools.
It was for cutting edge developers and
innovators from all over the world, and
The Beech Academy have made it past
1000s of the world’s leading tech
pioneers to get this far.” Chris Williams,
Co-Founder of Chatta, UK.

You can also read more about our solution by
following this link: https://digieduhack.com/en/
solutions/miss-coleman-jones 


Digital Comics Project at The Brunts Academy

Making revolutionary digital comic books with 

The Brunts Academy

Key Stage 3 students from Brunts Academy used Surface Pros
and the Fresco app/software to create their own artworks.

 

Students had expressed an interest in using technology to develop their artwork and this proved a fantastic way
to do it. Undertaking the project during an after-school club helped give students more opportunity to use the
technology, develop their skills, and work towards their Bronze Arts Award.

See our simple step-by-step guide for how to make a digital comic book in the Classroom – or at Home

1. Inspiration

Students began by exploring our Revolutionary collection, delving into the wide range of museum objects and
artworks. They also took inspiration from the Peterloo graphic novel.

To help students decide on their revolutionary theme or character, they also visited their local archive, at
Mansfield library. Here they were introduced to some local revolutionary characters – such as Lord Byron. They
also gained access to the Brunts archives, where students explored the history of their school and Samuel
Brunts, whose bequest helped to establish the school during the 1700 – 1800s.

2. Planning

Back at school, students completed a planning sheet to consolidate ideas for their revolutionary
theme or character, and plot the main arc of their story. They then produced storyboards and
character sheets.
3. Creating the comic books
First, students
created a handdrawn outline for
each frame of their
story, using a fine liner pen on A4
paper – just line work with no
colour.

These were then scanned ready for
students to edit on Fresco.

Using the Fresco tutorials, students were
quickly able to learn a range of techniques
to create their illustrations, including
‘layering’, and creating a ‘comic-style’
portrait….


…with
some
fantastic
results!

4.

Printing and sharing


The students had planned to print their comic books,
using blurb.com, and display them alongside large
versions of individual frames, at their own exhibition.
Unfortunately, this has not been possible due to
COVID restrictions.

Mrs King

Here at The Brunts Academy we
celebrated International Women’s
Day during the whole week of the
8th March 2021. Each day there
were new WOD (work out of the
day) formed around a well known
sporting female athlete. Teachers
and pupils throughout the Trust
shared their greatest achievements
which has been celebtrated here in this newsletter.  


Laura Woodfield

Mrs King’s sporting hobby is walking. An achievement
she is quite proud of is when she walked up to the
summit of Snowdon in Wales, using the Watkin Path. It
was February, there was snow and ice, and crampons
on her boots and ice axes were required to walk the
path high above a steep sided valley. She does not like
heights and suffers with her hands in the cold ... quite
an achievement for her to do this!


Hally Lockwood

Miss Woodfield - These are from competitions in
Portugal (Junior Europeans) and Brussels 2004 and
2005. One is with the team in their tracksuits (She is
front row, 2nd from the right). The other one in the
pool is mid-play. She is in the blue hat with number 2
on it.

Miss Lockwood has been competing in Crossfit events
for seven years now and has completed across the
country as an individual athlete or with a partner as
well as competing abroad as part of a team. Crossfit is
known as functional fitness involving weightlifting,
gymnastics and high intensity interval training which we
hope to introduce at Brunts soon.


ClaireMarie 

Cuthbert

Claire- Marie
Cuthbert, CEO, says
that her greatest
achievement is her
children - It's
switched her focus
from the outside to
the inside. They keep
her grounded and
remind her of what’s
important.

Miss Taylor climbing Mt Meru in Tanzania, the 5th
highest mountain in Africa. She did it over 3 days,
started the final climb to the summit at mid-night
having slept for about 4 hours in huts without
windows. It was so cold there were icicles on my hat! I
reached the summit just after sunrise. You can see
Kilimanjaro from the summit. One day I hope to go
back & climb that!

Kate Loach

Mrs Loach served in the British Army for 9 years. She
represented the Army at both Netball & Basketball. She also
served at Buckingham Palace and worked on numerous parades.

Mrs Aveyard was in Mozambique back in 2018 and was helping
to build a number of classrooms with her bare hands.
Mrs Hammond started playing rugby at university when she was
18. Then played for Barcelona when she was studying there on
her year abroad. After university she achieved representative
honours playing for the North East and North of England
squads. Mrs Hammond loves rugby as it makes her feel very
inclusive, i.e. people of all shapes and sizes are needed to make
the team strong!


Natalie Aveyard

Natalie Aveyard

Heidi Marriot

Heidi Marriot - Since the age of 9 she has been competing all
over the country, including at the Olympic pool in London. She
trains every morning before school as early as 6am and straight
after school 2 hours a night. She swims for Sherwood Colliery
Swimming Club and Nova Centurion. The achievement she is
most proudest of is competing at the British Nationals for the
100 metres backstroke. She had to compete in order to achieve
times to qualify to be in the top 25 UK ranked swimmers.
Holly Morris – She started gymnastics at a later age than most
at 10 years, one of her proudest moments was when she won
gold at an East Midlands competition after putting in lots of
effort for many years, because the hard work and dedication
had finally paid off. She is now a coach at her old gymnastics
club and is wanting to inspire other young people to participate
in gymnastics. Her aim as a
coach is to be a positive role
model that will inspire future
Zahida Hammond
athletes. Also in the picture is
Evie Morris (Y7) who is also
a gymnast.

Harriet Stainton inY7
partook in a swimming gala
last year.  

Well done everyone!

Holly Morris

Harriet Stainton

Welcome to our new staff

and congratulations to our staff who have
exciting changes ahead
Hello to all of our new starters across the Trust, and well done on becoming part of our team, we are very much looking
forward to seeing how your careers unfolds while at The Evolve Trust. You’ll see some of our new starters below. Not all
new starters as you can see - well done to those existing staff who have secured promotions.
Lisa Floate - starting July 2021

Shaun Maye - starting July 2021

Stephen Schmidt - starting June 2021

Yasmin Ensor

Kate Loach

Craig Foster

Natalie Aveyard

Matthew Heartfield

Neil Davies
Thomas McDermott

The Brunts Academy
Principal - Lisa Floate / Deputy Headteachers - Mr Stephen Schmidt and Mr Shaun Maye / Trust Lead of Arts Yasmin Ensor and Craig Foster / Trust Lead of PE - Kate Loach / Trust Director of English - Thomas McDermott /
Second in English - Jenny Crump (starting April 2021) / Second in Humanities - Katie West (starting April 2021) /
Assistant Head KS4 and 5 - Martin Fiddimore
The Bramble Academy - Principal - Natalie Aveyard
The Beech Academy - Mica Coleman-Jones, Head of School / Matthew Heartﬁeld, AHT
The Harlow Academy - Principal - Neil Davies

Curriculum Bramble Pledges Continue

Pledges are compulsory parts of our
curriculum here at Bramble that allow
children to bring their learning to life
through experiential learning
opportunities. Under ‘non COVID’ times
this could involve trips on boats, to
castles and other interesting places linked
to the Novels children are reading,
however these have been adapted given
the current restrictions. Since returning
to school children have had a variety of interesting
opportunities including- A visit from a Knight, a virtual aquarium
visit, a visit from a Viking and a mobile planetarium experience.

Fantastic Art
Here at Bramble we ensure that children get the chance to be creative in many different ways. Since we have returned to
school we have seen some fantastic art work produced across a range of year groups using inspiration from a range of
different styles and artists. Pupils at Bramble have been discussing the artist Andy Warhol and his work on pop art. They
have spoken about what they like about his work and how they could critique his work. They then tried the pop art effect
and everyone’s
pictures looked
amazing.

A Song for the Momen

… written and performed by Claire Bryan
https://soundcloud.com/user-566105664/keep-it-together
Our very own Claire Bryan was interviewed on BBC Radio Nottingham this month about a song she
wrote and recorded in between live lessons during this lockdown. Hope you enjoy listening to it.

BRUNTS WINTER OLYMPICS - WEEK 1 RESULT
Well done to everyone who took part and to those who made the podium!
The Brunts PE and Wellbeing faculty challenged students across all year groups to take part in a Strava challenge. All they
needed to do was download the FREE Strava app and join the 'Eiffel Tower event'. This event challenged staff and
students to run/walk the 432 miles from the Brunts Academy to the Eiffel Tower before February half term.
Staff and students were invited to take their phone out with them on their walk/run or link the Strava app to their Fitbit/
Garmin/Apple Watch, and record the activity as a ‘run’ even if it’s a walk which then registered on the leaderboard

Remote Hot Chocolate Friday at The Bramble Academ
Hot Chocolate Friday
continues remotely. One
child from each class
received their treat in
advance of the Zoom meet
up.

.
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Well done to all those
nominated.

Take Note! We Think You are AWESOME Sta at the Harlow Academy
A small token was hand delivered to our new Harlow Academy staff to
welcome them to The Evolve Trust on the 1st April - ‘take note we think you
are awesome’.
An inset day is scheduled for Harlow staff on the 19th April and we are excited
to be welcoming staff, sharing information about the Evolve Trust and give staff
the opportunity to meet with Claire-Marie Cuthbert, CEO and the rest of the
Executive Team. We are looking forward to
working with staff at The Harlow Academy and
getting to know them.

What an amazing day senior leaders at The Evolve Trust had on the
19th March 2021!
Andreas Schleicher, Initiator of the OECD Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), joined leaders from
The Evolve Trust for a question and answer session around the subject of 21st Century learning.
De nitely a highlight of the week... being able to get answers to questions backed by so much evidence was an amazing
opportunity. It was a brilliant session with every word making complete sense. Thank you so much to Andreas
Schleicher for taking the time to share some of his views around 21st Century learning.

Virtual Year 9 Options Meetin
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A successful and well attended online Year 9 Options meeting was held at The Brunts Academy. Thank you to all
involved who provided information and support for our young people who are making huge decisions about their
education pathway.

Well Done to Liam Bavester
Liam wrote a letter and drew a picture 

which he sent to the Queen. It was amazing 

that Liam received a reply from Windsor 

Castle. Well done Liam - we’re so proud of
you.

Certificate

Values Award
—Spring 2


IN RECOGNITION OF
ALIGNMENT TO THE TRUST
VALUES

The Evolve Trust values
certificate and gold star pin
badge is awarded to staff
across the Trust in
recognition of alignment to
the Trust Values.

Living and breathing our
Trust values day in and day
out is of key importance to
us, and this award gives us
the opportunity to
recognise amazing
behaviours demonstrated
by all staff which underpin
these values.

It is with great pleasure and
pride that I am able to
announce the deserving
recipients of this half term’s
Values Award:
·
·
·
·
·
·

Tom McDermott
Mica Coleman-Jones
Neil Davies
Craig Foster
Yasmin Ensor
Heidi Warrington


This certificate is proudly presented to

…………………………………

In recognition of alignment to the Trust values
and his fantastic work on the Emerge Project

………………………….

……………………………

Date

Claire-Marie Cuthbert
CEO of The Evolve Trust

A huge congratulations and thank you for your efforts and
commitment to the Trust’s values and behaviours, which makes a
huge impact on our young people and colleagues across the Evolve

Nurture 2 Reading for Pleasure
It was so lovely to see all the children so engrossed in their books at the Beech Academy this week. So
much so, that they didn't realise that I had taken a photo. The room was so quiet, you could hear a pin drop!
Ethan, Josh and Owen have struggled with independent reading in the past, unlike Sienna and Leland who
are little book worms. We are so proud of them
It’s great to see them develop the love of reading like they have. Look at their little faces, such a magical
moment... This is just one of the reasons we do what we do.

Green
energy for
Evolve
After months of work
behind the scenes,
including writing bids,
dealing with contracts
and arranging surveys,
solar panels have now
been installed on the
roofs at The Beech
Academy and The
Bramble Academy.
This now means all
sites within the Evolve
Trust are producing green
energy.
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Following the installation
a drone was own over
the school buildings
capturing these amazing
photos.

Music at The Beech Academy
Music at Beech is still being enjoyed despite of the obstacles
faced by the new routines around school.Year 7 have been
showing lots of ambition and inclusivity in their music lessons.

Here’s Taylor, Liam and Tyler displaying their skills on drums and
guitar.

Post 16 Dragon's Den

Post 16 had a fantastic lesson working on their Speaking, Listening and Communication as part of their Functional Skills English. 

Each group began discussing and planning a new product to pitch to their classmates. 

The lesson was fantastic, with some excellent ideas including a new motor scooter, a new shoe brand and a new video game
for all! 


We are delighted to share
some of the amazing Easter
bonnets made by our
Bramble pupils - I’m sure
you will agree they are
fantastic.

Happy Easter

from The Evolve Trust

